


Kent Station Signage Criteria 

SIGNAGE 

Intent 4. Non-ihminated. mixed-media. and other special mixed-media signs will be 
subjec~ to approval by the City of Kent and the Kent Station Design Review 
Committee. 

To cncmrage s lgage that IS clear a2d of an approprlatc scale for both 
pedestrian and vehicular orientation. 5 .  Back-Ilt translucent awning signs or ci~ms connccted to tht awning arc not 

. . permlncd. 
l o  pro,.ide a comprchcns~~e slgn program that creates conslstcnt deslgn 
criteria for the entire Kent Stztion. 6 .  The fo lowing signs are prohibited: 

To enhance the visual qualitlcs of signage through the use of complimentary 
sizes, shapes, colors, and metiods of illumination. 

To prot~de signage guidelines that meet comrncrc~:l tenant needs 

The number of signs per fapde should be limited to the fewest nccessiry to 
clearly identify the business within. Generally, a single wall-mounted or 
projecting sign IS adequate to meet buslrcss needs. 

General Sienage Guidelines 

All signage must comply wlth C,ty of Ken! regulat~ons. the Kent Station deslgn 
revieu process, and the follow~ng guidelines: 

1 .  Signage must be of a high quality of desi~m and naterials, conslstcnt hith the 
dcslgn of the centn. 

7. Signagc shall be consistent throughout the design arta and always 
complement a buildlng's character (e.g.. wall signs shall not cover bu~ldlng 
columns). 

3. Signs may be fabricated of mixed-media, lneluding metal reverse-illum,nated 
letters, suspended neon letters, ~llum~nzted individual letters. signs etched or 
cutout of solid matcrlal such as wood or brass and llluminatcd from behind. 

Pole mounted signs. 

Signs employing moving or fashlng lights. 

Ballast boxes or other equipment. 

Audible or odor producing s i p  

Cardhoard signs 

Internally-l~t "box" or "cablnct" si~ms. 

Roof mounted and temporary type siyage, such as banners. etc. 
(notc: temporary s lgage fo- special occasions will be permitted, 
subject to City of <ent and Kent Station Design R:vieu Committee 
approval of bo~h design and duration of display). 

S o  off-premises si~ws, cscept pudic direaional and site 
identification signs. are pernlltted. 

7 C~ncmis may haw d~g~tal~elcct ron~c changeable letter slgnage. 

8. S~gns  on the back side of bulldings shall be subject to the same standards as all 
other signs at Kent Station. 

5. '411 electrical transformer boxes. conduits and raceways shall be corcealcd 
from the public vleu. 
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Ken: Station Signage Criteria 

10. Graphics, symbols, and bgos add interest and character to sigrs. Colors 
shou l  be chosen that are complimentary to the architectural featlres of the 
building faqade. consideration may be given to established tenant colors and 
branding. 

I I. Direct and indirect ligh~ing on a solid wall sign or projecting sign is 
enco~raged. 

12. Cinena marquees can create a significant landmark within the community. 
Cincna signage should be distinctive, anistic and incorporate unique design 
elemmts. 

13. Thc City of Kent and the Kent Station Design Review Committee together 
may consider m:nor exceptions on a case-by-case basis. 

Monument Site Markers for Key Gatewav & Entry Gatewav 

Placement 

I .  Markers may b: located at major entries connecting to streets s~rrounding 
Kent Station: 

Key Gateway: 3Lh Avenue and JamesStreet 
Entry Gateway: Ramsay Way and Snlth Street 
Entry Gateway: 4Ih Avenue and Ramsay Way 

1. Markers may Ix desibme'j to integrate with adjaccnt rite landscaping and 
incorporate crcarive and artistic features. 

3.  Entry Gateway .Markers may be unified by common des~gn and graphic 
elemmts. I t  is encouraged that Monument Entry and Key Catewzy Markers 
share deslgn elcrnents with the Environmcrlal Graphic Design Elements 
throughout the site. 

4. Entry Gateway Markers may include the logo and identify Kent Station. 
No individual tenant namls shall be identified. 

5 .  All mnument signs shall be consistent with the overall Kent Statlon theme. 

6. Monumen: signage should incorporate Kent's cultural heritage and 
:ommunit? values. 

7. Monumen: site markcrs at the city-idenafied Key Gateway intersection (41h 
Avenue and James Street) should be visually Integrated into the "gateway" 
Jesi~m elements andlor landsca3ing. 

Maximum Size & Quantity Limitations 

1. The Entry Marker maximum height and width shall be approved by the City of 
Kent and the Kent Station Dcsign Review Committee. with proposals 
-cviewed for sca i ,  desigi qualit!. attractiveness, 2nd functional 
appropriatsness. 

Tenant S i~nsILar~e  Tenants S i ~ n s  

For purposes ofthese guidclines, "T:nants" sh~ l l  be consdered those with less than 
10.000 sq. R. c,f leasable area and "Large Tarants" shill have a leasable a-ea of 
10,000 sq. A. and greater. 

Placement 

1 .  S~gns shal be ccntered between archltecural elements and bztween columns 
-0 allow bu~ld~ng arch~tecture to be exprcssed. Sigis shall not necessarily be 
centered on lease premises. 

3. Slgns shall be compatible In xalc and proportion with building design and 
othcr sign:. 

3.  Signage shall be placed facing City dcslgnated publlc or private streets. When 
Tenants face two streets, sibvag is allowed on both faqades. Sach frontage is 
calculated separately and shall conform to all applicable maximum area 
imitations 

4. "Storefron:" is defined as thc Erst 13' a b n e  each floor of Icsc area building 
'rontage facing a street. A n ~ n ~ m u m  of  one storefront is *sumed for each 
:cnant. 

5 "Bu~ldlng Focal Po~nt" IS dc-ined as an architectural element that draus 
attcntlon to the bulld~ng and creates Interest, such as s~gn~ficar t  changes In the 
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Kent Station Signage Criteria 

building structure or roof line. Wall signage locaied at a bu lding foca, point 
is an txception to the general criteria and may be located above the 12' 
storefront height md have in~emally lit. individual Icnering. 

6 "Tenant" signagc at multi-story buildings must be located within the 12' 
storcfrcnt height (below the canopy and above the door). See diagram 'A' on 
page 5. 

7 "Tenan:" signage at single-story buildirgs is allowed above the 12' storefront 
height Jut must have solid :opaque) lettering thst is either externally Ilt or 
back ('halo') lit. Individual lettering that IS placed below 12' may be 
internally lit. A combination of signage above and below (cxtemally l i t  vs. 
internally l i t )  the I?' mark will be allowed; however, thc total signagc area 
must nc,t exceed the maximum allowed area as ide2tified belou. See diagram 
'B' on page 5. 

S. Blade signs, which hang fron the canopy. arcade or building front, may be 
utiliyed to increase visibility. 

9. Sen~iccsisecondary signagc shall be allowed, subject to City of Kent and Kent 
Station Design Review Committee approval for s i~e ,  quantjty and location. 
Maximum area is 2 sq, ft.  

Maximum She & Quantity Limitations 

1 .  "Tenants" (less thdn 10,000 sq. ft.) are allowed signage area not to exceed 
15% ofthc storefront area. up to a maximum of fif-y (50) sq. ft. per tcnant for 
any single storefront. 

2. "Large :enantsv (10,000 sq. Tt. and g e ~ t e r )  are allowed signagc area not to 
clceed 15% of thc storefront area, up tc a n~ax im~m of 300 sq. ft. per tenant 
for any single storefront. 

3. The maximum signagc area for all Office tenants is 100 sq. ft. per tenaat tbr 
any single storefront. 

4 Cons~dcrat~on u ~ l l  be given to oversi/ed slgnagc for "large tenants" (10.000 
sq. it. a ~ d  greater); houever these signs must enhance the character c.f the 
project and be ~ntedrated Into the arch~tectural features of the faqadc to wh~ch 
they are attached Large tenants m3y ~ncludc groceq. retall. clnema, 
entertalrmcnr or office land uses. C~ty of Kent and Kent Stat~on Des~gn 

Review Committee apprcval shall be based on sign design quality, 
attractiveness, scale appropriateness, and compatibility with rhe building. 

5 .  ten an:^ will be allowed m~ltiple signs per storefront subject to City of Kent 
and Kent Station Design Review Ccmmittee approval; however, the total 
signagc area must not exceed the rnaxlrnum allowed area. defined in numbers 
one and two of this section. 

0 .  Maximum area calculation may transfer to another storefrclnt. leased by the 
same tcnant, on other building elevations to increase tenant visibility to 
surrounding streets. 

7 .  Signagc proposed on a faqzde that is not a part of that tenant's leased area 
must meet the maximum allowed area when comtined with all other proposed 
tenant signage for that faqade. The proposed signage would also have to meet 
thc maximum allowed signagc area for that tenant based on that tenant's 
leased storefront. 

8. The bcdy of the sign shall not exceed 24'' In heigtt. Enlarged initials, capitals 
and ex:ended typographical :lemcnts (e.g. such a. the up and down strclkes of 
"g" and "h", etc.) are acceptable up to a maximum of 36" i n  height or width. 
Stacked signage or logos r.ust not exceed 38" in height and must m e t  all 
other s.gnage criteria. 

9. Length of signage for "tcnants" shall not exceed 75% of tle overall leased 
tenant storefront or exceed 25 feet. 

10. Wall mounted signs shall not project more than ten inches (10") frcnl the 
building. 

I I .  Hanging Blade signs shall not have an area of more than 3 sc. R. or exceed 2" 
in thiclness. Blade sign area IS not included in  signage area. Bottom of the 
sign sh,>uld not be lower than 8' above ground. 

I?. Examp es: 

"Tenant" Storefront Area Dimensions: 12' s 30' = 360 sq. ft. 15% = 5~ sq. 
fr. However 50 sq. ft. is the rnaxlmum area. 

"LargeTcnant" Storefront Area D~mensons: 12' x 90' 1.080 sq. ft. \ 15% = 
I62 sq. ft. of s~gnage allowable 




