Diagram 22 — NOT OFF-SIDE
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A player within his own half of the field of play is not off-side when he
enters his opponents’ half of the field of play.
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If A'is in his own half of the field of play he is
. on-side, although he s in front of the ball and
there are not two opponents nearer their
own goal-line when B last played the ball. A
is therefore not off-side when he enters his
opponents’ half of the field of play.

Diagrams
lllustrating Points
in Connection with

OFF-SIDE

Note

The players marked ® are attacking the goal
and those marked O are defending.

Direction of movement of ball:

Direction of movement of player:

>
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Off-side

1. A player is in an off-side position if
he is nearer to his opponents’ goal-line
than the ball, unless:

(a) he is in his own half of the field of
play, or

b) he is not nearer to his opponents’
goal-line than at least two of his oppo-
nents.

2. A player shall only be declared off-
side and penalised for being in an off-
side position, if, at the moment the ball
touches, or is played by, one of his team,
he is, in the opinion of the referee

(a) interfering with play or with an op-
ponent, or

(b) seeking to gain an advantage by
being in that position.

3. A player shall not be declared off-
side by the referee

(a) merely because of his being in an
off-side position, or

b) if he receives the ball direct from a
goal-kick, a corner-kick or a throw-in.

4. If a player is declared off-side, the
referee shall award an indirect free-kick,
which shall be taken by a player of the
opposing team from the place where the
infringement occurred, unless the off-
ence is committed by a player in his op-
ponents’ goal area, in which case the
free-kick shall be taken from a point any-
where within that half of the goal-area in
which the offence occurred.

DECISIONS OF THE INTERNATIONAL FA. BOARD

(1) Off-side shall not be judged at the moment
the player in question receives the ball, but at the
moment when the ball is passed to him by one of
his own side. A player who is not in an off-side
position when one of his colleagues passes the
ball to him or takes a free-kick, does not therefore

become off-side if he goes forward during the
flight of the ball.

2. A player who is level with the second last op-
ponent or with the last two opponents is not in an
off-side position.

Diagram 21 — OFF-SIDE
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A player cannot put himself on-side by running back into his own half
of the field of play.
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If Aisin his opponents’ half of the field of play
and is off-side in that position when B last
played the ball, he cannot put himself
on-side by moving back into his own half of
the field of play.
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Diagram 20 — NOT OFF-SIDE

Diagram 1 — OFF-SIDE
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After a throw-in from the touch-line (continued)
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A throws the ball to B.

Although B is in front of the ball and there are
not two opponents between him and the
goal-line, he is not off-side because a player
cannot be off-side from a throw-in.

Clear pass to one of the same side

A s in possession of the ball, and having Y in
front passes to B. :

B is off-side because he is in front of A and
there are not two opponents between him
and the goal-line when the ball is passed
by A.

If B waits for Z to fall back before he shoots,
this will not put him on-side, because it does
not alter his position with relation to A at the
moment the ball was passed by A.




Diagram 2 — NOT OFF-SIDE

Clear pass to one of the same side (continued)

Y

A is in possession of the ball, and having Y in
front passes across the field. B runs from po-
sition 1 to position 2.

B is not off-side because at the moment the
ball was passed by A he was not in front of
the ball, and had two opponents between
him and the goal-line.

Diagram 19 — OFF-SIDE
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After a throw-in from the touch-line
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A throws to B and then runs from the
touch-line to position A2. B passes the ball to
A in position 2.

A is off-side because he is in front of the ball
and there are not two opponents between
him and the goal-line when the ball is passed
forward to him by B.
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Diagram 18 — NOT OFF-SIDE Diagram 3 — OFF-SIDE

FAIR-PLAY
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After a corner-kick (continued) Clear pass to one of the same side (continued)
Y VOX Y  Atakes acorner-kick and the ball glances off OX A and B make a passing run up the wing. A
\\\ v l_/7‘®8_] Y and goes to B, who scores. l___l passes the ball to B who cannot shoot
SO oz The goal should be allowed as B was not /?A’ ov , because he has Y in front. A then runs from
off-side when the ball was last played by a Al . position 1 to position 2 and B then passes
< member of his own team. ®s8 <_70 the ball to him.
z A'is off-side because he is in front of the ball

and there are not two opponents between
him and the goal-line when the ball was

played by B.




‘Diagram 4 — NOT OFF-SIDE

Clear pass to one of the same side (continued)

A is in possession of the ball, and having Y in
front passes to B.

B is not off-side because he is not nearer to
his opponents’ goal-line than at least two
opponents when the ball is passed by A.

Diagram 17 — NOT OFF-SIDE
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After a corner-kick (continued)

———————— __70Ox A takes a corner-kick and the ball goes to B,
®8 who scores.

Oz oy B has only one opponent between him and

: the goal-line, but he is not off-side because a

player cannot be off-side from a corner-kick.




Diagram 16 — OFF-SIDE

Diagram 5 — NOT OFF-SIDE
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AIR-PLAY
s'il vous plait!

After a corner-kick

ne ~= XO >~ C A takes a corner-kick and the ball goes to B.
T~4 l—J‘X’ B shoots for goal and as the ball is passing
BRI Oy . //oz through, C touches it.
\\®/B C is off-side because after the corner-kick
\/ has been taken the ball is last played by B, a
) player of his own side, and when B played it

C was in front of the ball and there were
not two opponents between him and the

goal-line.

Clear pass to one of the same side (continued)
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A is in possession of the ball, and having Y in
front passes to B.

B is not off-side because he is level with X
and Z when the ball is passed by A and is
therefore not nearer his opponents’ goal-line
than at least two of his opponents.



Diagram 6 — OFF-SIDE

Diagram 15 — OFF-SIDE

Running back for the ball
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A centres the ball. B runs back from position
1 to position 2, and then dribbles between Y
and Z and scores.

B is off-side because he is in front of the ball
and there were not two opponents between
him and the goal-line at the moment the ball
was played by A.
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Obstructing an opponent other than the goalkeeper

A shoots for goal. B prevents Z running in to
intercept the ball.

B is off-side because he is in front of A and
there are not two opponents between him
and the goal-line when A plays the ball.
When in this position, B may not touch
the ball himself nor in any way whatever
interfere with an opponent.




Diagram 14 — OFF-SIDE Diagram 7 — OFF-SIDE

Obstructing the goalkeeper (continued) Running back for the ball (continued)

T Ox A shoots for goal. B runs in while the ball is in I OX I A makes a high shot at goal, and the wind
I_,.L® transit and prevents X playing it properly. ®B1 and screw carry the ball back. B runs from
/ sz\@) B is off-side because he is in front of A and | - ~<®%, OY position 1 to position 2 and scores.
or_{ ez nd tho. goatine when A povs e bal sl 2 there were not o opponents betureen
7 a Y -
A®\—/ When in this position B may not touch ~— him and the goal-line at the moment the ball
the ball himself, nor in any way whatever was played by A.

interfere with an opponent.



Diagram 8 — OFF-SIDE Diagram 13 — OFF-SIDE

Shot at goal returned by goalkeeper (X) - Obstructing the goalkeeper
“OX A shoots at goal. The ballis played by X and 7 Ox A shoots for goal and scores. B, however,
i B obtains possession. ' |_,__”®B obstructs X so that he cannot get at the ball.
7 ®s B is off-side because he was in front of A // Oy The goal must be disallowed, because B is
A® Pl oz when the ball was played by A and B did not 0/ : in an off-side position and may not touch

have two opponents between him and the / the ball himself, nor in any way whatever
Y . . . !
o~ goal-line. AN interfere with an opponent.



Diagram 12 — OFF-SIDE

Diagram 9 — OFF-SIDE
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Ball touching an opponent
XO B A shoots at goal. Y runs from position 1 to
O -® position 2 to intercept the ball, but it glances
vy off his foot to B who scores.
A 0z B is off-side as he was in an off-side position
- at the moment the ball was played by one

N

of his own team and interfering with play
notwithstanding that the ball was deflected
by Y.

Shot at goal returned by goalkeeper (continued)

A shoots at goal. The ball is played out by X
but B obtains possession and scores.

The goal should be disallowed if the referee
considers that B, who is in an off-side
position when A shoots, is interfering with

play.



Diagram 10 — OFF-SIDE Diagram 11 — OFF-SIDE
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Ball rebounding from goal-posts or cross-bar Ball rebounding from goal-posts or cross-bar (continued)

xOXi Y A shoots for goal and the ball rebounds from -7 \®s; A shoots for goal and the ball rebounds from

= the goal-post into play. B secures the ball M@= -;"' J the cross-bar into play. A follows up from

20 //. ®8 oy aqd scores. i position 1 to position 2, and then passes to B
&n B is off-side because the ball is last played by vOo “®Ar oz who has run up on the other side.

< A, a player of his own side, and when A < \ B is off-side because the ballis last played by

played it B was in front of the ball and did not @8 A, a player of his own side, and when A play-

have two opponents between him and the ed it Bwas in front of the ball and did not have

goal-line. two opponents between him and the goal-

line. If A kicks the ball directly into the goal

from his new position instead of passing to
B, the referee should award a goal if he con-
siders that B in his new position at B2 is
neither interfering with play or an opponent
or seeking to gain an advantage.



